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Old Turkic 


Old Turkic (also East Old Turkic, Orkhon Turkic, Old Uyghur) is 
the earliest attested form of Turkic, found in Goktiirk and Uyghur 
inscriptions dating from about the 7th century AD to the 13th century. 
It is the oldest attested member of the Orkhon branch of Turkic, which 
is extant in the modern Western Yugur language. However, it is not 
the ancestor of the language now called Uighur ; the contemporaneous 
ancestor of Uighur to the west is called Middle Turkic, later Chagatai 
or Turki. 

Old Turkic is attested in a number of scripts, including the Orkhon- 
Yenisei runiform script, the Old Uyghur alphabet (a form of the 
Sogdian alphabet), the Brahml script, the Manichean alphabet, and the 
Perso-Arabic script. 

Old Turkic often refers not to a single language, but collectively to the 
closely related and mutually intelligible stages of various Common 
Turkic branches that were spoken during the late 1st millennium AD. 
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Sources 


The sources of Old Turkic are divided into two corpora: 

■ the 7th to 10th century O rkhon inscriptions in Mongolia and the Yenisey basin (Orkhon Turkic, 
or Old Turkic proper). 

■ 9th to 13th century Uyghur manuscripts from Xinjiang (Old Uyghur), in various scripts including 
Brahmi, the Manichaean, Syriac and Uyghur alphabets, treating religious (Buddhist, 
Manichaean and Nestorian) , legal, literary, folkloric and astrologic material as well as personal 
correspondence. 





























Writing systems 


The Old Turkic script (also known variously as Goktiirk script, Orkhon script, Orkhon-Yenisey script) is the 
alphabet used by the Gbktiirks and other early Turkic khanates during the 8th to 10th centuries to record the 
Old Turkic language/ 2 ] 

The script is named after the Orkhon Valley in Mongolia where early 8th-century inscriptions were discovered 
in an 1889 expedition by Nikolai Yadrintsev/ 3 ' 

This writing system was later used within the Uyghur Khaganate. Additionally, a Yenisei variant is known 
from 9th-century Yenisei Kirghiz inscriptions, and it has likely cousins in the Talas Valley of Turkestan and the 
Old Hungarian alphabet of the 10th century. Words were usually written from right to left. Variants of the 
script were found from Mongolia and Xinjiang in the east to the Balkans in the west. The preserved 
inscriptions were dated to between the 8th and 10th centuries. 

Phonology 


Vowels 



Rounded vowels may only occur in the initial syllable. Length is distinctive for all vowels; while most of its 
daughter languages have lost the distinction, many of these preserve it in the case of Id with a height 
distinction, where the long phoneme developed into a more closed vowel than the short counterpart. 
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Labial 
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Old Turkic is highly restrictive in which consonants words can begin with: /p/, /d/, /g/, /G/, N, / r/, /n/, /ji/, /i]/, 
/m/, /J/, and /z/ are not allowed in a word-initial position. The only exceptions are T rft (ne, “what, which”) 
and its derivatives, and some early assimilations of word-initial /b/ to /m/ preceding a nasal in a word such as 
iT8> (men, “I”). 

Nominal suffixes 


This is a partial list of nominal suffixes attested to in Old Turkic and known usages. 







Denominal 


The following have been classified by Gerard Clauson as denominal noun suffixes. 



Suffix 

Usages 

Translation 

-ga 

anga 

at least one 

-ke 

slglrke 

yipke 

sinew 

string/thread 

-la/-le 

ayla 

tunle 

korkle 

thus, like that) 
yesterday, night, north) 
beautiful 

-suk/-suk 

bagirsuk 

liver, entrails 

-ra/-re 

igre 

inside, within 

-ya/-ye 

berye 

yirya 

here 

north 

-gil/-gil 

iggii 

sickly 

-gil/-gil 

uggil 

kirgil 

triangular 
grey haired 

-nti 

ekklntl 

second 

-dam/-dem 

tegrldem 

god-like 

tirti:/-turti 

igtlrtl 

inside, within 

-ki:/-ki 

agnuki 

uzekl 

former 
on or above 


evdekl 

in the house 

-an/-en/-un 

oglan 

eren 

children 

men, gentlemen 

-gu:l-gu 

enggu 

tuzgu 

bugragu 

tranquil, at peace 
food given to a traveller as a gift 
woodwork 

-a:gu:/-e:gu: 

ugegu 

igegu 

three together 
inside human body 

-dan/-dun 

otun 

Izden 

firewood 
track, trace 

-ar/-er 

blrer 

one each 

azar 

a few 

-layu:/-leyu 

bbrileyu 

like a wolf 

-dag/-deg 

kadag 

yerdeg 

kinsman 

compatriot 

-mig/-mig 

altmig 

yetmig 

sixty 

seventy 

-gey 

kuggey 

violent 

-gak/-gek and -guk/-guk 

girgak 

spindle-whorl 

-k/ (after vowels and -r) -ak/-ek (the normal forms)/-ik/-ik/-uk/- 
uk(rare forms) 

ortuk 

middle partner 

-dak/-dek and(?) -duk/-duk 

bagirdak 

bellgdek 

burunduk 

wrap 
terrifying 
nose ring 

-guk/-guk 

gamguk 

obectionable 

-mak/-mek 

koguzmek 

breastplate 

-muk/-a:muk 

solamuk 

left-handed (pejorative?) 




-nak 

bakanak 

"frog in a horse's hoof" (from 
baka frog) 

-duruk/-duruk 

boyunduruk 

yoke 


Deverbal 

The following have been classified by Gerard Clauson as deverbal suffixes. 


Suffix 

Usages 

Translation 

-a/-e/-i:/-i/-u/-u 

opri 

adri 

kege 

egri 

koni 

otru 

hollow,valley 
branched,forked 
evening, night 
crooked 

straight, upright, lawful 
then, so 

-ga/-ge 

kisga 

oge 

bilge 

kolige 

tilge 

short 

wise 

wise 

shadow 

slice 

-gma/-gme 

tamgma 

riddle 

-Qi/-Qi 

otagi: 

okigi 

healer 

priest 

-gugi/-gugi 

aygugi 

bltlgugl 

councilor 

scribe 

-di/-di 

udrundi 

ogdi 

alkadi 

sokti 

chosen, parted,separated,scattered 
customs 
praised 
bran 


anti 

uzati 

tuketi 

completely, clean 
lengthily 
completely 

-du 

egdu 

umdul 

suktu 

curved knife 
desire, covetousness 
campaigning 

-gu:/-gu 

bilegu 

kedgu 

oglagu 

whetstone 
clothing 
gently nurtured 

-ingu 

bilingu 

etingu 

yeringu 

salingu 

be in the know 
be prepared 
disgusted 

be moving violently 

-ga:g/-geg 

kiggag 

pincers 

-gug/-gug 

biggug 

scissors 

-mag/-meg 

tutmag 

"saved" noodle dish 

-gut/-gut 

alpagut 

bayagut 

warrior 

merchant 


Literary works 




■ Uyuk-Tarlak inscription (date unknown) by an unknown writer (in Yenisei Kyrgyz) 

■ Elegestinscription (date unknown) by an unknown writer (in Yenisei Kyrgyz) 

■ Orkhon Inscriptions (732 and 735) by Yollig Khagan (in Orkhon Turkic) 

■ Bain Tsokto inscriptions (716) by an unknown writer (in Orkhon Turkic) 

■ Ongin inscription (between 716 and 735) by an unknown writer (in Orkhon Turkic) 

■ Kul-chur inscription (between 723 and 725) a writer called "Ebizter" (in Orkhon Turkic) 

■ Altyn Tamgan Tarhan inscription (724) by an unknown writer (in Orkhon Turkic) 

■ Tariat inscriptions (between 753 and 760) by an unknown writer (in Old Uyghur) 

■ Choiti-Tamir inscriptions (between 753 and 756) by an unknown writer (in Old Uyghur) 

■ Sukhbaatar inscriptions (8th century) by an unknown writer (in Old Uyghur) 

■ Bombogor inscription (8th century) by an unknown writer (in Old Uyghur) 

■ Book of Divination (9th century) by an unknown writer (in Old Uyghur) 

See also 


■ Old Turkic script 

■ Proto-Turkic 

■ Orkhon Turkic language 
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External links 


■ Old Turkic inscriptions (with translations into English), reading lessons and tutorials (https://we 
b.archive.org/web/20180301044348/http://www.bitig.org/?lang=e) 

■ Turkic Inscriptions of Orkhon Valley (with translations into Turkish) (http://orhunyazitlari.blogspo 
t.com/p/bilgekagan.html) 

■ VATEC (http://vatec2.fkidgl.uni-frankfurt.de/), pre-lslamic Old Turkic electronic corpus at uni- 
frankfurt.de. 

■ A Grammar of Old Turkic (http://altaica.ru/LIBRARY/turks/Erdal_OTG.pdf) by Marcel Erdal 

■ Old Turkic (8th century) funerary inscription (https://web.archive.org/web/20070928051549/htt 
p://www.ats.lmu.de/lingtools/milbdb/files/index.php?file=turkicold.pdf) (W. Schulze) 
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